MEDINA TO  YEMBU
'   I*
The next day we trekked from sunrise to suns^% traversing a wide valley between high and precf&i%us ranges. The whole aspect of this country is indescrib^bfy! wild and desolate. No trace of vegetation is to be. seen, and the rocks assume weird and fantastic shapes, no doubt due to the alternations of great heat and cold, which cause them to split in all directions. Far to the south I saw one range topped by a peak which must have approached the snow-line. The summit was lost in the clouds and guarded by absolutely sheer precipices at least two thousand feet in height. Surrounding it and facing us was a sort of vast amphitheatre, forming a precipitous wall on the inside.
Here, at least, is a field still open to the explorer. This vast territory of Arabia remains largely terra incognita even in a geographical sense, while regarding its geological structure, fauna, flora, and other physical aspects, we know scarcely anything. Western travellers, it is true, have passed over a great part of Northern Arabia at different times, so that by coapting their narratives we can gain a fairly just idea of the country, and even map it roughly. Modern science, however, demands more than this of the explorer, who, to fulfil its requirements nowadays, has to carry and use a certain amount of apparatus which Arabian travellers, hurrying in disguise from point to point, have seldom been able to do. Charles Doughty, in 1875-7, lived among the Bedou of this part of Arabia, and wandered over much of it in company with them. That he was able to do so was due in great measure to the fact that he carried nothing worth stealing, with the result 'that his journey, though of unique interest in other ways, was somewhat barren of results in the matter of the precise and accurately-recorded information that is of real value to physical science. This remark is by no means intended to belittle one of the most remarkable achievements in the history of travel, but to point out the difficulty that always confronts the would-be Arabian explorer. If he leaves his instruments at home he may come back empty-handed; if he takes them with him he may not come back at all, if indeed he ever gets started.
Much has been made of the fact that Doughty made